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ve bled a lot and your guts are 
wracked and your nerves are mauled and an inch is a mile 
and an hour is forever....Man, your war has just begun— 
You’re one of sf 


ae 6A 


True story! | 
Incredible story! 


How they fought F 
those last 500 miles * 

will remain forever 
in your memory! 


starring 


ei 
CHANDLER} 


also-starring CLAUDE AKINS: A UNITED STATES PRODUCTIONS PHOTOPLAY - screenplay by MILTON SPERLING ang SAMUEL FULLER 
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All material in this pressbook has been approved under the MPAA Advertising 
Code, o self-regulatory procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. 


Radio Spots 


Hard-hitting radio spot an- 
nouncements will enable you to 
bring your MERRILL’S MARAUD- 
ERS playdate to the attention of 
the maximum number of people. 
These radio spots emphasize the 
action and adventure of the rugged 
infantrymen’s exploits behind ene- 
my lines during World War II. 
Order your ET NOW from Thad- 
deus Suski Productions, 165 West 


Theatre Trailers —, 


Your theatre screen can be one 


of your most effective selling tech- 
niques for MERRILL’S MARAUD- 
ERS if you take advantage of the 


action-packed trailers which are 
available. A teaser trailer and a 
regular production trailer, both 
capturing the suspense and drama 
ef the heroic story, are now avail- 


eble at your Warner Branch. 


ae EY Prailers 


Six ticket-selling TV_ trailers 
have been prepared for MERRILL’S 
MARAUDERS to enable you to 
carry your showmanship campaign 
directly into your potential patrons’ 
living rooms. The two 1-minute, 
three 20-second and one 10-second 
TV trailers are available FREE OF 
CHARGE from the Campaign Plan 
Manager, Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Inc., 666 Fifth Avenue, New York 


46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 


Crest 


Paperback 


Fawcett Publications, Inc., are publishers of the 
Crest paperback edition of MERRILL’S MARAUD- 
ERS. Through its more than 100,000 retail outlets 


it will bring the book (which was a Book-of-the- 
Month Club alternate selection when originally 


released) to the attention of the general public 


simultaneous with the release of the film. The book’s 
colorful action-crowded cover will be an eye-catching 


promotional aid to your playdate. 


Exploitips 


© VETERAN ASSOCIATIONS: Local veteran 
groups will have particular interest in this dra- 
matic account of the famous World War II fight- 
ing unit. Invite representatives from these groups 


to your advance screening. 


@ MARAUDERS: There is a national association 
of former members of the Marauders unit. You 
may have some ex-Marauders in your territory. 
Enlist the aid of local newspapers and radio 
personlities in locating them and invite them as 


your guests to see the film. 
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19, N.Y, 


Dell 


Comic Book 


Dell Publishing Co., Inc. has selected MERRILL’S 
MARAUDERS for publication as a “Movie Classic” 
in its action-adventure comic book series. The strik- 
ing color cover shows Ty Hardin and his platoon 
pinned down on a jungle river bank immediately sug- 
gesting the drama and danger so much a part of 
the film. In addition to utilizing the logotype used 
in all of the MERRILL’S MARAUDERS ads as the 
title for the book, the cover carries the copy line 
“exhausted and starving .. . sick and wounded .. . 


they fought on.” The book, carrying full credits for 


the picture, will be on retail stands simultaneous with 
the release of the picture 


e LOBBY DISPLAY: Recently there has been 
increasing emphasis in Army circles on special 
guerrilla training for just the sort of mission on 
which Merrill led his men. Contact local Army 
bases or recruiting offices to obtain appropriate 


materials for a lobby display. 


@e LIBRARIES: Suggest that your local library 
display its collection of war memoirs centering 
it around MERRILL’S MARAUDERS and display- 


ing scene stills from the film. 


PUBLICITY 
Chandler Heads ‘Marauders’ Cast 


Jeff Chandler stars as Brig. Gen. Frank D. Merrill, leader of the 
famed battered battalion that waged guerrilla warfare in Burma 
during World War II, in the Warner Bros. Technicolor presentation 
of *“Merrill’s Marauders,” opening BESTHO S oaccssiene oiere 
Theatre. Ty Hardin, Peter Brown, Will Hutchins and Andrew Duggan 
are also starred in the suspense-filled drama of the exhausted men 
who fought their way through hundreds of miles of steaming tropical 
jungle and swamp to prevent a link-up between the Japanese and 


German armies in India. 


Mat No. 2-4 Still No. 457/19 


Rangy ‘Merrill's Marauders’ Stars Required 
To Undergo Battle-Bivouac Rigors For Film 


Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter Brown, Will Hutchins and Andrew 
Duggan got the workout of their lives filming Warner Bros.’ Technicolor 
production of “Merrill’s Marauders” in the Philippine jungles. 


Twenty-four hours after their arrival in Manila for the film, which opens 


ate thetad..caidesnin: 
forced march of 20 miles. 


ey 


Theatre, they were sent on a “conditioning” 


Because of the inaccessibility of the terrain selected for the filming of 
the action and suspense-packed war story, only equipment and top production 


crew members were ferried to the 
site by helicopter. 

“Tt’s the most rugged country I’ve 
ever seen,” commented Duggan, who 
actually served in China and Burma 
during World War II. “And I never 
though I’d be eating out of a mess 
kit again.” 

But mess kits were the only eating 
utensils the cast used during eight 
weeks of location filming as they lived 
very much as Merrill’s famed infan- 
trymen had done. Their food was air- 
dropped to them and prepared in 
field kitchens. At night they bedded 
down in bedrolls in pup tents. They 
were ordered not to shave. 

In some scenes they actually 
hacked their way through virgin jun- 
gle and waded chin-deep in leech 
and snake-infested swamps. 


And although a group of Negrito 
beaters were hired to operate on their 
flanks out of camera range to ward 
off wild animals, they had to protect 
themselves from the snakes which 
were a persistent problem. 


Heroism, Drama Of ‘Merrill's Marauders’ 
Glows Grippingly In Stirring War Picture 


Marauders’ Heroes 


Too Tired For Girl 


Luz Valdez, a sensuous, dark-eyed 
Filipino beauty, plays the lone fe- 
male in Warner Bros. Technicolor 
presentation of “Merrill’s Maraud- 
ers,” opening ........ SUING cco 
Theatre. 


More than 25 actresses were inter- 
viewed for the feature role opposite 
Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter 
Brown, Will Hutchins and Andrew 
Duggan, who flew to the Philippines 
where the Milton Sperling produc- 
tion was lensed on location. 


Luz portrays a grateful Burmese 
girl who offers food and affection to 
Merrill’s famed guerilla fighters who 
liberated her village but who are too 
battle-weary to accept either. 


‘Marauders’ Drama 
Stars War Vets 


The stars of Warner Bros.’ “Mer- 
rill’s Marauders,” opening ....... at 
the... .enccwe Theatre, bring real-life 
experience to their roles. 


Jeff Chandler, who stars as the 
general who led his men on the in- 
credible march through Burma, was 
a first lieutenant in the infantry dur- 
ing World War II. Ty Hardin, por- 
traying the general’s favorite lieuten- 
ant, was a second lieutenant in the 
Army Signal Corps. 


Peter Brown, starring as a sharp- 
shooting rifleman, served with the 
2nd Infantry in Alaska. Will Hut- 
chins, who plays a soldier with an in- 
satiable appetite, was a soldier with 
a ravenous appetite while serving 
overseas as a Signal Corps non-com- 
missioned officer. 


Andrew Duggan, who portrays a 
doctor in “Merrill’s Marauders,” was 
on special duty with the Air Corps 
for two years in India. 


Ty Hardin Vividly Recalls Jungle 
Trials Of ‘Merrill's Marauders” 


“I remember mostly the nights,” says Ty Hardin, who co-stars 


with Jeff Chandler and Peter Brown in the Warner Bros. Techni- 


color presentation of “Merrill’s Marauders,” opening 


Theatre. 


oe ee ee eevee 


The dramatic and suspenseful story of General Frank Merrill’s 
heroic guerrilla fighters who harassed enemy troops in the Burma 
jungles during World War I was filmed on rugged Philippine 


Creators Seek To Evoke Spirit 
Of Merrill's Marauders In Film 


What kind of man is an infantryman? 


What kind of men were General Frank Merrill’s famous Ma- 
rauders, who ripped and tore the fighting heart out of enemy troops 
the length and breadth of Burma during World War II? 


Producer Milton Sperling and Director Samuel Fuller attempt to 
show the world in the Warner Bros. Technicolor production of 


“Merrill’s Marauders” opening . . 


WE PMB e oe os Theatre. 


Much of what makes a great fighting force is that indefinable 
something known as “esprit de corps.” Dictionaries define it as 
“the common spirit pervading the members of a group. It implies 


enthusiasm, devotion and jealous re- 
gard for the honor of the group.” 

But it defies accurate description 
for it is its effect on men that catches 
the world’s fancy. It makes heroes of 
cowards and spurs men to superhum- 
an performance. 

Sperling filmed his picture in the 
Philippines because the terrain and 
elements of Luzon most nearly ap- 
proximated the dank, danger-infested 
Burma jungle through which Mer- 
rill’s men fought their way. 

He and Fuller selected actors who 
came closest to representing the kind 
of men Merrill commanded. Jeff 
Chandler stars as General Merrill. Ty 


Hardin plays the exacting role of the © 


young lieutenant who leads a crack 
patrol always out in front of the 
main body of the battalion. 

His platoon includes Peter Brown 
and Will Hutchins, cleancut, strong- 
faced and lean bodied young men 
whose pride in themselves and their 
battalion reflects the determined 
spirit of American youth at its best. 


Adapted from a novel by Charlton 
Ogburn, Jr., detailing events which 
actually ~occurred in the China- 
Burma-India theatre of war during 
the 1940’s, the screenplay has all of 
the elements of a great war film. 

Members of the cast and crew 
really lived the story they filmed. In 
the dense Philippine jungles they 
slept in pup tents, ate from mess kits 
and waded through snake-infested 
jungle swamps to achieve the stark 
realism today’s motion picture audi- 
ences demand. 

“The constant challenges encoun- 
tered made for spontaneity that re- 
sults in great entertainment. Audi- 
ences want something new, something 
exciting,” explains Sperling, “which 
must at the same time be valid and 
entertaining. That’s why we shot our 
film under these conditions.” 

Director Sam Fuller declared his 
actors developed the same “esprit de 
corps” that distinguished Merrill’s 
intrepid troops. 


mountain and jungle locations by 
Producer Milton Sperling and _ Di- 
rector Samuel Fuller. 

For 30 of the first 30 days the film 
was in production, Hardin’s role re- 
quired that he be before the cameras 
almost constantly. 

“You would have thought he’d say 
he remembers those hot, humid, 
energy-sapping days,” commented 
Fuller. 

But Hardin explains: 

“T remember the nights because it 
was then a few of us could get up to 
the crest of one of the Pampanga 
mountains where there were no mo- 
squitoes and the moonlight was clear 
and cold. 

“All around us down in the valleys 
there was the jungle. But up there 
the air was sweet and cool. There 
was a clean plant smell to it. The 
moonlight made the leaves of the 
trees shiny and showing down 
through the trees in thin columns 
looked like sunbeams through a 
church window. 

“Tt was no time for talking but 
there were plenty of sounds to keep 
us company. There were owls hoot- 
ing, cuckatoos squawking _ their 
shrewish screams, but it’s the kalow 
birds [ll always remember. 

“Every half hour—as regularly as 
if they had clocks on them — the 
kalow birds would start up their 
talking. 

“One would start as if he was sort 
of giving the key—kalow, kalow, 
kalaw, kalaw, and then all of them 
would join in from wherever they 
were for about 15 seconds. Quite ab- 
ruptly, they would all shut off at the 
same time. 

“Tt was almost like having a cuckoo 
clock, only better.” 


Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter Brown 
Star In Film Retelling Bold Burmese Raid 


The true-life exploits of Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill 
and the intrepid battalion he led through the steaming jungles and 
swamps of Burma to harass the enemy during World War II are 
brought to the screen in stunning realism in the Warner Bros. Tech- 
nicolor production “Merrill’s Marauders,” opening ...........at 


the Theatre. ; 
Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter Brown, Will Hutchins, Andrew 
Duggan and Claude Akins star in the Milton Sperling production 
directed on location in the Philippines by Samuel Fuller. 
Sperling and Fuller based their 
screenplay on the widely acclaimed 
best-seller by Charlton Ogburn, Jr. 
For eight weeks Fuller put his 
large cast through their paces in jun- 
gles and swamps that approximated 
the terrain over which the Marauders 
had fought their way. The director, a 
World War II infantryman himself, 
imposed rugged Army discipline on 
the troupe, and his principals, all of 
them Army veterans, delivered con- 
vincing portrayals of dedicated men 
surmounting overwhelming obstacles. 
To toughen his cast up, Fuller sent 
them on a 20-mile forced march to 
their first jungle location 24 hours 
after their arrival in Manila. The 
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‘Marauders’ Stars 


Jeff Chandler as General Merrill 
and Ty Hardin as the young lieu- 
tenant who leads his advance 
platoon survey a steaming Burma 
jungle swamp in this scene from 
*““Merrill’s Marauders,”’ the grip- 
ping Technicolor drama opening 
at the Theatre. 
Milton Sperling Produced and 
Samuel Fuller directed the War- 
ner Bros. release which also stars 
Peter Brown, Will Hutchins, An- 
drew Duggan and, Claude Akins. 

Mat No. 1-B Still No. 457/14 


Producer ‘Beards’ 
Cast For War Pic 


Determined to film his production 
of “Merrill’s Marauders” realistical- 
ly, producer Milton Sperling forbid 
any of his cast to shave while shoot- 
ing the Warner Bros. war: film on lo- 
cation in the Philippines. 


Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter 
Brown, Will Hutchins and Andrew 
Duggan star in the true story of the 
heroic World War II unit opening 
ri mckat at the ........ Theatre. 


Sperling and Director Samuel Ful- 
ler plunged their troupe deep into the 
Philippine jungles to reenact Mer- 
rill’s famous march through Burma, 
resorting to supplying food and pro- 
visions by air drop. 


men were instructed not to shave 
during the filming and they ate out 
of mess kits and slept in pup tents 
in traditional army bivouacs. 

Chandler portrays Merrill, forced 
to push his men into a never-ending 
series of marches in order to head off 
a Japanese attempt to break through 
Burma to meet the German Army in 
India. Hardin stars as the young 
lieutenant whose platoon, including 
Brown, Huté¢hins and Akins, is as- 
signed to scout the battalion’s ad- 
vance. 


Marauders’ Star 
Crusades For Kids 


Handsome, personable Ty Hardin, 
who stars with Jeff Chandler and 
Peter Brown in Milton Sperling’s 
Technicolor production of “Merrill’s 
Marauders,” opening .......... at 
{hewse swe Theatre, is Hollywood’s 
latest and yeungest ambassador of 
good will. 

The young Warner Bros. star, who 
also appears regularly as Bronco 
Layne in “The Cheyenne Show” on 
television, believes that spiritual 
guidance can be the greatest single 
factor in curbing juvenile delinquen- 
cy and promoting family solidarity. 

He spends whatever free time he 
has touring the country at his own 
expense speaking to young people of 
all denominations and from all walks 
of life at youth centers and juvenile 
halls, in the hope that a “back to 
church” campaign will give the rest- 
less teenagers—who want so des- 
perately to “belong” — something 
really worth belonging to. 


Chandler, Brown, Hardin Star 


As General Merrill, Jeff Chandler rallies his advance platoon includ- 
ing Peter Brown, Ty Hardin, Andrew Duggan and Will Hutchins in 
a Burma jungle swamp in this scene from the Warner Bros. Techni- 
color production of ‘‘Merrill’s Marauders,” opening ........... at 
the Theatre. Producer Milton Sperling and Director 
Samuel Fuller based their screenplay on Charlton Ogburn, Jr.’s, 
widely acclaimed account of Merrill and his men. The war drama 
was filmed on rugged Philippine locations. 

Mat No. 2-B_ Still No. 457/6 
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‘Marauders: Drama Stars Hardin 


Ty Hardin as a young lieutenant leading the scouting platoon fords 
a steaming Burma swamp accompanied by Peter Brown, Will 
Hutchins and Claude Akins in this scene from the Warner Bros. 
production “Merrill’s Marauders,” opening ...... at the~ 220-7... 
Theatre. Jeff Chandler stars as Brig. Gen. Frank D. Merrill in the 
gripping story of the famed battalion that waged guerrilla warfare 
behind enemy lines during World War II. The Technicolor drama 
was filmed in the Philippines by Producer Milton Sperling and Di- 
rector Samuel Fuller. Mat No. 2-C Still No. 457/29 


‘Nothing Like A Dame’ Insists Peter Brown 
After 8 Weeks In Jungle For ‘Marauders’ 


The first thing Peter Brown did when he returned to Hollywood after 
eight weeks of location filming “Merrill’s Marauders” in the Philippine 
jungles was to go to famous Schwab’s Drugstore on Sunset Strip and “just 
stand there and smell.” 

“This may sound funny,” Brown adds, “but after you’ve lived in the 
swamps and the odor of many men in mud-caked clothes, you want to 


smell something fresh and sweet.” 
Chandler Stars 


Brown stars with Jeff Chandler, Ty 
Hardin, Will Hutchins and Andrew 
Duggan in the Milton Sperling pro- 
duction in Technicolor for Warner 
Bros. The suspenseful account of 
Merrill’s legendary World War II 


Marauders’ Proves 


War Is Still Hell 


—The Billing— 


Warner Bros. 25 % 
E ven if 0 Re-cr eate Pictures Presents 5% 
If war is hell then guerrilla war- “MERRILL’S MARAUDERS” 100% 
fare is hell boiling over, contend the Starrin 
principals in Warner Bros.’ “Merrill’s JEFF CHANDLER 75% 
Marauders,” opening .......... at TY HARDIN 50% 
the $i oe Theatre. PETER BROWN 50% 
PS linia Ps WILL HUTCHINS 04 
bittersweet taste of combat life as ANDREW DUGGAN ato 
lived by some of the most rugged CLAUDE AKINS . 25% 
American infantrymen, enduring with 
backbreaking experiences similar to LUZ VALDEZ 
those which confronted General (Courtesy of L.V.N. Studio) 
Frank Merrill’s famous battalion. TECHNICOLOR® 15% 
Jeff Chandler stars as Merrill, lead- A United States Productions Photoplay 25% 
er of a rugged battalion of men which Soreonnlay:b 
includes Ty Hardin, Peter Brown, . A ae aks : 
Wall Hacchins “And Andrew Diguan. Milton Sperling and Samuel Fuller 15% 
Scouting for location sites for the From the book by Charlton Ogburn, Jr. 10% 
Milton Sperling production was a Produced by 
fullscale operation in itself accord- Milton Sperling 15% 
ing to Director Samuel Fuller, an ex- Directed by 
infantryman. Samuel Fuller 15% 


“But the terrain we found is ab- 
solutely perfect. Photographically 
spectacular, it abounds in lush green- 
ery, tropical rain forests, dazzling 
bouganvillea, high mountains and 
swift streams. It is actually a dream 
to behold but it could be a nightmare 
of danger.” 


Fuller, well-known for the raw 


Presented by Warner Bros. 


The Cast 


JEFF CHANDLER 


Brig. Gen. Merrill 


: ey le EE ey are ea oe oe ie ee Stock 
realism of his action films, demands 
physical siamin a courdee and talent PRITR GROWN .... 00-0 ce cs es Sooo Bullseye 
trem lis thew as well-ae his cast! ANDREW DUGGAN ......... Maj. (Doc) Nemeny 
Mato tare i We-aetidiy ta wend TGA PS US is ED ti, (a Chowhound 


a motion picture about fighting men 


CLAUDE AKINS 
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Sgt. Kolowicz 


operating in the most terrible terrain Diipe Mener ee ce. eS oS eae Burmese Girl 
in the world. The only way to attain John NS ae Sie a ek, te, ta oh a Gen. Stilwell 
a semblance of truth was to duplicate ciaclesumres ©.) os cle UG Aare Muley 
the original situations and conditions Chuck Habersons- sc éiccscaceseciew. a eens Officer 
as nearly as possible,” adds Fuller. Chuck Hovaatd’ 606000023. snake Oe. Officer 

“We were faced with a few prob- ff Jack C. Williams ..............0.0e005, Medic 
lems that even the original Marauders (eet Corp. Desks 


did not have. We had to produce a 
movie which is not only an honest 
portrayal of men in battle but also 


Vaughan Wilson 
Pancho Magolona 
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Lt. Col. Bannister 


guerrilla force opens ........... at 
theese es Theatre. 


“At one point, most of us working 
in the film would have given anything 
to smell something like a nice, clean 
girl. You know what I mean, if you’ve 
ever been away from them a long 
time—the good, clean smell of lather- 
making soap, freshly laundered cloth- 
ing, the dry, sweet smell of cosmetics, 
and that sort of crinkly fragrance 
girls have in their hair.” 


Like many GIs who became ob- 
sessed overseas with something taken 
for granted on the home front, the 
cast of the action-packed war story 
filmed in the dense jungle of the 
Pampanga mountains came up with 
a wide variety of things each member 
did immediately on return to the 
U.S.A. 

Will Hutchins said that the thing 
he had missed most and for which he 


made an immediate beeline was a 
chili hot dog. 


Jeff Chandler stars as General 
Frank Merrill in ‘‘Merrill’s Ma- 
rauders,”’ the Warner Bros. Tech- 
nicolor war drama opening... .. 
atithe.. 04. Theatre. Ty Hardin, 
Peter Brown, Will Hutchins, An- 
drew Duggan and Claude Akins 
are also starred 


Mat No. 1-A_ Still No. 457/24 


Rugged Jungle Location Filming Discourages 
Even Ex-Soldiers In Merrill's Marauders’ 


Just as real war does, Milton Sperl- 
ing’s production of “Merrill’s Ma- 
rauders,” filmed on rugged jungle 
and mountain locations in the Phil- 
ippines separated the men from the 
bovs. 

Jeff Chandler, Ty Hardin, Peter 
Brown, Will Hutchins and Andrew 
Duggan head the cast of the Warner 
Bros. Technicolor presentation open- 
ape Air Sb EDM On ier chars ens Theatre. 

However, hundreds of Filipinos 
were hired as extras for the film’s 
vast battle scenes. And the call for 


Produced by 
Directed by 
Screenplay by 
From the book by 
Director of Photography 
Film Editor 
Sound by 
Assistant Director 


The Credits 
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Milton Sperling and Samuel Fuller 
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help brought out hundreds of ex- 
soldiers who were certain that crawl- 
ing through the jungle, sliding down 
mountains and wading through 
swamps for the film company would 
be a snap. 

But when the call went out for the 
second day of shooting on the same 
sequences more than 30% of the ex- 
soldiers failed to make muster. Play- 
ing at war for Warner Bros., they 
said, was rougher and tougher in 
some ways then the real thing. 


Milton Sperling 
Samuel Fuller 


Charlton Ogburn, Jr. 
William Clothier 
Folmar Blangsted 
Francis M. Stahl 

William Kissel 


2nd Unit Director of Photography . Higino J. Fallorina 


Production Supervisor 
Music 


Special Effects .......... 


Technical Advisor 
Technical Facilities 
Makeup Supervisor 
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A United States Productions Photoplay 


William Magginetti 
Howard Jackson 


5 eae he Basta Ralph Ayres 


Lt. Col. Samuel Wilson 
Sampaguita Studios 
Gordon Bau, S.M.A. 


entertaining.” 


The Synopsi 
(Not For Publication ) 
BURMA, 1944: The 5307th Composite Unit (Provisional)—dubbed Merrill’s 


Marauders—is deep behind Japanese lines in the dense jungle. The unit has traveled 
more than one hundred miles toward its objective, a small but strategic village. 
The 3000 Marauders are gaunt-looking and suffering from mental and physical 
fatigue. They have gone undetected so far—but the jungle has taken its toll. Their 
leader is tall, rugged Brigadier General Frank Merrill (JEFF CHANDLER), a career 
infantrymen proud of his profession. Merrill also is the victim of fatigue but drives 
his Marauders on through the relentless jungle, despite warning from the unit 
doctor, Major George Nemeny (ANDREW DUGGAN). They haven’t been seen. 
Tension rises as the men continue their march. Doc realizes the importance of 
the mission but knows the men—including Merrill — can’t last much longer. 
Flanking the main column is Lieutenant Lee “Stock” Stockton (TY HARDIN), 
with Chowhound (WILL HUTCHINS), Bullseye (PETER BROWN) and Sergeant 
Kolowicz (CLAUDE AKINS). They are caught under heavy artillery fire. Stock 
and his platoon are ordered to knock out the big gun. The gun emplacement is 
knocked out... but the enemy now knows the Marauders are in the area. Merrill 
orders an immediate forced march to their objective. Stock’s platoon is sent around 
behind the village to create a diversion for the main assault. The platoon arrives 
at a waterfall above the village’s arsenal and attacks from the vantage point. The 
Japanese diverted temporarily, Merrill’s main force assaults the stronghold. The 
assault is a success and the village is taken. The Marauders, completely exhausted, 
expect a rest. But Merrill is ordered to take his men to help assault Mitchina, a 
full 500 miles away, to prevent Japanese and German armies from meeting in India. 
Merrill protests that malaria and fatigue have sapped his men, but he knows the 
job must be done. He tells his protesting Marauders only part of the over-all plan 
and they believe they only must take a nearby railroad. The men are jumpy and 
irrational from a lack of sleep and starvation, fatigue and merciless jungle. Merrill 
realizes he no longer has an effective fighting forcee—but refuses to quit. Doc is 
aware of the general’s weakened condition and accurately guesses that he has 
suffered a heart attack in the past. He predicts another seizure, but Merrill refuses 
to let up. After a brief encounter with a handful of Japanese soldiers, the Ma- 
rauders find the railroad tracks. They want to wait for a promised food drop, but 
Merrill keeps them going. Chowhound hides as the column departs and later is 
killed by Japanese troops when he tries to retrieve a bundle of parachuted supplies. 
The Marauders ambush a village after heavy fighting. Although victorious in bat- 
tle, the Marauders are walking dead men. The village is strewn with men too tired 
to eat. They are beaten, physically and mentally. Doc tells Merrill his unit “‘is 
finished from a medical viewpoint.” But the pressure is on again. A radio message 
advises Merrill that three Japanese divisions are invading India. “Imperative we 
take Mitchina. Can you do it?” The exhausted command pushes on and manages 
to beat back an attack in which Stock is wounded. Merrill collapses from a heart 
attack but with heroic effort drags himself from a stretcher and stumbles among 
his men, trying to lead them on to Mitchina. In silence they watch as he staggers 
and finally falls unconscious. Inspired beyond his wounds, Stock suddenly realizes 
the responsibility is on him now. He pulls himself to his feet and staggers among 
the Marauders, urging them on. Merrill awakens to the sound of planes and gun- 
fire. The planes, carrying fresh troops and supplies, are landing on the Mitchina 
airfield, which has been liberated by the Marauders. They have done the impossible. 
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